The Quarter House Quarterly  -  Summer 2010

The last Quarterly left us planning for the weaning of the 5 cria.  That is all finished by now (early June), but not without a larger than usual share of drama! Perhaps it was because we left the weaning later than usual, but we got some VERY upset mums and cria this year; so much so that we had to re-unite some of them for a while.  Leading the drama queens of course was Philly.  After splitting off all 5 cria, Philly decided to just sit on her own for 3 days solidly - no eating, no activity, pure sulking!  We know that if Alpacas stop eating for too long, their digestive system can shut down and a disease called ‘Fatty Liver Syndrome’ can cut in, which can be irreversible and fatal.  Knowing how wilful Philly can be, (if she doesn’t want to move, nothing short of a forklift can make her do so) we gave in and put her back with the 5 cria as a foster mum.  It worked, and after about 10 days she appeared to be getting a bit fed up of being with them all (who wouldn’t be?), so we moved Philly back to the main herd again, and apart from Truffle and Ebony playing up a bit, we eventually succeeded.  This was just as well, because now Tonto, TinTin and Humph (Bonnie’s baby from the previous year, who was recently neutered) are all off to a new home together in June.  We have separated those 3 from Dali, Doogle, Hamish and Hendrix, and Marmite and Monty, so that they can bond together and it seems to have done the trick.

The next highlight, towards the end of May was the Shearing.  Once again, we used a team from New Zealand, and they did a great job, but the animals look so different afterwards.  We had a little scare when one of them received a slight nick from the razor-sharp shears, but for the second time we saw the remarkable shearer’s trick of sealing up the wound instantly with superglue!  Our fleeces seem to get better each year, and we will be hosting a party of Spinners from Ashford in June who are coming to see the herd and hopefully buy some fleeces.  This year we’re selling individual fleeces from £5 to £30 depending on quality, but there may be some left if you know any spinners or felters. We also took advantage of the animals being restrained for shearing to trim their toes, remove the boys’ fighting teeth and give them their worming and annual Heptovac injections.  It’s a hard day’s work, but the animals all look so good, and much happier without their thick winter fleeces.

By the time you read this we will be well into the birthing of this year’s cria.  We are expecting new arrivals from Meg, Lulu and Twiggy.  They were scanned last October, and we think Meg’s cria is aligned correctly this year; let’s hope so. The girls are all together now in the fields in front of the house, so that we can keep a close eye on them in case someone decides to give birth early.   The fields are currently a sea of golden buttercups, but the grass is growing well now (so that it needs regular ‘topping’) ad should give the new mums the boost they need. 

If you have access to a computer, you can keep up with the news of the herd by looking at our website www.qhalpacas.co.uk otherwise we will be back in the Autumn to tell you all about the highlights of the Summer.










