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Such a lot has happened since the last quarterly that it is hard to capture it all in one page, but here goes.  The births in late June and July went well, and Crumble (Meg’s little boy) recovered very quickly with a few sessions from our physiotherapist Iain whose enormous hands transformed Crumble into a normal little boy.  He is now (November) big and fit and healthy and has a lovely off-white fleece and is busy collecting leaves and twigs in it as we speak. During one of these physio sessions we mentioned to Iain that Fleur (now in her 14th year, smaller than all of the girls, but still in charge) was suffering what appeared to be arthritis – very stiff and sitting a lot. He suggested a homeopathic remedy Rhus Tox.  We have never tried homeopathy ourselves, but thought it was worth a go, and (touch wood) it seems to be working very well. Giving her a miniscule tablet each day, especially in the dark mornings, can be a challenge, but because she is greedy, and the boss, she will take a handful of feed with the pill perched on top without interference from the others.

Meanwhile in October we had a very challenging experience.  Because the Alpacas can come right down to within a few feet of the kitchen window, we have a good opportunity to observe any strange behaviour. One day we noticed that Lulu was drinking rather frequently and was helping herself to the minerals we make available in a bucket nearby.  We watched her more closely and realised she was hanging back from the herd at feeding time. The next day she was sitting rather a lot so we called in the vet and a gruelling week began.  They couldn’t find anything obviously wrong with her, but she didn’t want to eat (a very bad sign) and became lethargic.  The most obvious cause would have been some sort of parasitic worm, so she was treated for all variations of worms, fluke and coccidia. As she continued to grow weaker, she was put on a drip and given several pints of plasma kindly donated by another breeder. The Alpaca world rallies around when someone is in trouble, and we got lots of valuable advice and help. We also had tremendous support from Reuben yet again, and he put in a huge amount of time and effort to save her.  By the end of that week, as I was halfway to London during my crack-of-dawn commute, I got a phone call, saying that she had deteriorated, so I caught the next train back and arrived at the same time as the vet.  Lulu’s head had become horribly swollen and she was clearly in pain so we all agreed she would have to be put to sleep.  We’d done everything possible for her and now we anxiously awaited the post-mortem examination in case it was anything infectious. The post-mortem revealed no trace whatsoever of any parasites but there had been a breakdown of her intestines, with no obvious cause. Samples were sent to the veterinary college in Winchester, and they confirmed what the vets had found but again with no obvious cause.  It remains a tragic mystery, but the rest of the herd do not appear to be at risk. We have been told many times that “where you have livestock, you’ll have deadstock”, which is sadly true, but particularly hard when it’s an Alpaca.
Of course regular readers will realise we now had another challenge – Cola, Lulu’s little girl – just 3 months old.  Having started off as almost a twin of Coco (Twiggy’s cria), she had grown slowly and was much smaller.  Of course now with hindsight it seems likely that Cola wasn’t getting the right nutrition from Lulu for a while. Once again we have to bottle-feed an orphan cria, just like Hosta 2 years before.  At the time of writing, she has survived for 3 weeks since her mum died, but has not been putting on any weight, and is not taking the bottle very readily at all. She has a nice brightly coloured coat to keep off the rain and help keep her warm, but unless she starts putting on weight, she will struggle as it gets colder.

Luckily we have had a very mild Autumn which has helped Cola, but also kept the grass growing much longer than last year. Even if the Winter is hard, as predicted, there will hopefully not be such a problem with Hay this year after the long Autumn and a good Summer.  

We’ll keep our fingers crossed for Cola, but having just had our mated females scanned this week, we can also start looking forward to 3 more births next summer, including Hosta becoming a mum.  It just shows what can be done, and despite the setbacks, there is always something good to look forward to.

Follow Cola’s progress on our website www.qhalpacas.co.uk in Philly’s blog if you can.










